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8 ATHLETES TO THE 2018
COMMONWEALTH GAMES
TEAM
Badminton Canada is proud to nominate the eight
athletes who will represent Canada as they step
onto court at the 2018 Commonwealth Games in
Gold Coast, Australia April 4-15, 2018. The
dynamic group is composed of four men and four
women that will set their sights on the podium
come April.
The 10-day long event will feature a Team Event
in a best of 5 tie, as well as an Individual Event;
both of which are set to take place at the Carrara
Sports and Leisure Centre starting April 5th
2018. The Canadian Badminton Team is
composed of a roster of talented athletes which
combines veteran leadership and experience,
with youthful energy and ambition.
The Canadian badminton athletes nominated to
the 2018 Commonwealth Games Team are:
MEN
MS/MD
MS/XD
MD/XD
MD/XD

Jason Ho-Shue (Markham, ON)
Brian Yang (Markham, ON)
Nyl Yakura (Markham, ON)
Ty Lindeman (Edmonton, AB)

WOMEN
WS/XD Michelle Li (Markham, ON)
WS/XD Brittney Tam (Markham, ON)
WD/XD Kristen Tsai (Vancouver, BC)
WS/WD Rachel Honderich (Markham, ON)
COACHES:
Head Coach - Mike Butler (St-John, New Brunswick)
Assistant Coach - Andrew Dabeka (Ottawa, Ontario)
“Being part of the Commonwealth Games Team
for Canada is an incredible achievement” said
team member, Nyl Yakura. “I take pride that I have
earned my spot to be part of something big, and I
am excited for the experience of representing
Canada at a major international games.”
The passionate team of Canadian Badminton
athletes will be led by 2012 and 2016 Olympian
Michelle Li, who will attend the Commonwealth
Games for the second time after winning Gold at
Glasgow in 2014. The selected badminton athletes
continuously contest themselves against worldclass contenders throughout the year, and
Badminton Canada is confident that this team will
have many opportunities to contribute to
Canada’s medal count.

“It is an honor to represent Canada again at
the Commonwealth Games; winning gold in
Glasgow was one of the most memorable
experiences of my athletic career” said
Michelle Li, “I am really looking forward to
competing in Australia and bringing home
another medal for Canada!”
Historically, Badminton Canada faces
fierce competition at the Commonwealth
Games, competing against strong
badminton countries such as India,
England, and Malaysia. Badminton Canada
remains hopeful that the recent success at
the 2014 Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow, is the start of a strong future for
badminton in Canada.
“Having competed in the 1990
Commonwealth Games, I know our
athletes and coaches are in for a fantastic
experience that will last a lifetime” said Anil
Kaul, President of Badminton Canada.
“This will be an excellent experience and
preparation towards competing at the
2020 Olympic Games! I want to wish our
team the best as they represent our
badminton community, our organization,
and our nation at the 2018 Commonwealth
Games!
“Congratulations to our strong badminton
contingent heading to the 2018
Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast," said
Chef de Mission Claire Carver-Dias. "I look
forward to seeing Canada chase another
Commonwealth gold on the court!"

TEAM CANADA
ARRIVES IN GOLD
COAST, AUSTRALIA
2018 COMMONWEALTH GAMES
After a 14-hour flight out of Vancouver, a tired but
enthusiastic and hopeful group of Badminton
athletes landed in Brisbane, Australia this morning
and travelled by bus to the 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games athlete’s village.
With approximately 60% of the competing athletes
having arrived in Gold Coast Australia, the 2018
Commonwealth Games village is becoming busier
and will ultimately host in excess of 6,600 athletes
and officials during the 11 days of Games
competition. The first venue the participants see,
the athlete’s village represents the largest urban
renewal project for the 2018 Gold Coast Games and
incorporates a complete manicured community
with over 1,250 dwellings featuring two-bedroom
apartments and 82 townhouses. Upon arriving in
the village, the eight Badminton Canada athletes
who will represent Canada as they step onto court
at the 2018 Commonwealth Games remarked on
the beauty of the village and shared first
impressions of the Gold Coast Games.
“The village is really nice and I love the bright
colours and the athlete’s lounge,” said Brittney Tam.
“I saw many pictures on Instagram of the village and
thought I knew what to expect, but the size and
number of athletes was a surprise.”
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The 2018 Games Canadian badminton team,
comprised of veterans and youth, includes Brittney
Tam (Markham, ON), Kristen Tsai (Vancouver, BC),
Rachel Honderich (Markham, ON), Jason Ho-Shue
(Markham, ON), Brian Yang (Markham, ON), Nyl
Yakura (Markham, ON), Ty Lindeman (Edmonton,
AB) and 2014 Commonwealth Games Champion

Michele Li (Markham, ON), Canada’s most
successful Canadian female badminton player ever.
At the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow
Scotland, Li became the first Canadian woman to
ever win badminton singles gold at the
Commonwealth Games. Her teammates see her as a
great inspiration for themselves and for the sport.
“Michelle has been my greatest influence,” says
2018 Commonwealth Games badminton teammate
Kristen Tsai. “As the badminton scene has
historically been dominated by Asian and European
countries, Michelle has helped prove that
Canadians can compete with top countries around
the world.”
While acclimatizing and overcoming jet-lag, the
team toured the impressive village and started onsite preparations immediately with a practice
session in the afternoon. Head Coach Mike Butler
(St. John, New Brunswick) remarked on the hopes
for the team in Gold Coast.
“The Commonwealth Games are an important
benchmark for our athletes as they prepare for the
2020 Olympics,” stated Butler. “At these Games our
athletes will be able to gauge themselves against
some of the best in the world and we have realistic
expectations for our athletes to finish on the
podium.”
Historically, Canada sits fourth behind England,
Malaysia and India it terms of total badminton
medals won at the Commonwealth Games with 19.
With the badminton competition starting on the 5th
and such great results coming out of the 2014
Glasgow Games, returning Gold-Champion Li is
passionate about the purpose of the
Commonwealth Games property and about her role
to motivate others.
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“Winning gold in 2014 at the Commonwealth
Games represented reward and hope for me. It was
proof hard work pays off no matter how much the
odds are against me and nothing is impossible,” said
Li. “This motivates me to continue to reach even
higher and gives me hope to continue to strive for
things that may seem unachievable. It also hopefully
inspires more athletes to do the same.”

INDIVIDUAL
TOURNAMENT BEGINS
2018 COMMONWEALTH GAMES
With badminton team competition having
completed at the Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games, the team is now looking to build off of
the team competition learnings and perform for
the women’s and men’s singles and doubles
events.
In an impressive 2018 Commonwealth Games
showdown, India won gold in the mixed team
event with a 3-1 victory over Malaysia at
Carrara Sports and Leisure Centre on Monday 9
April. England defeated Singapore 3-0 to take
the bronze and Canada finished 5th along with
Australia, Mauritus and Scotland.
Starting the new round of 64 where he defeated
Cory Fanus of Barbados 2-0, Brian Yang
(Markham, ON) talked of how the team
competition helped with his preparation.
“I was expecting to win, but all the competitors
here are really strong, I was trying to attack first
and keep the opponent under pressure to force
more mistakes,” said Yang. “I am focusing on
competing my best and I can feel that the
atmosphere in the team event was stronger, so
now as I progress further in the rounds I know
what to expect and know that the atmosphere
will help me.”
With many expectations on the defending
women's singles champion, Li is smartly focused
on one game at a time, not on titles or ranking
points and the learning process ahead of the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

“I don't want to think too much about
defending the title," said LI, who will compete
also in the mixed team event and the mixed
doubles with Brian Yang. "I just want to be able
to play my game and perform well and if I can
do that I will be happy whatever the outcome.”
Li and Yang as well as Brittney Tam and Ty
Lindeman each also confidently won their first
day matches 2-0 over Seychelles and Guernsey
respectively. Now focused on the individual
portion of the tournament, coaching team
member Andrew Dabeka spoke of the 2018
experience so far.
“The team event allowed us to dominate some
games and play some top-ranked opponents.
We had team members excited to play that
level of opponent.” said Dabeka. “We worked
to put the pressure on and also elevate our
levels for the days to come.”
Last to play for Canada on the first day of the
individual tournament was men’s doubles
teammates Ty Lindeman and Brian Yang
against Jamaica. Competition continues April
11th at the Carrara Sports Arena.

BADMINTON CANADA

2018 PAN AMERICAN
INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

TEAM
ANNOUNCEMENT
From April 26th to the 29th, Badminton Canada will
be sending 16 athletes to Guatemala City,
Guatemala to compete in the 2018 Pan American
Individual Championships. Fresh off a win in the
Male and Female Team event in mid-February in
Trinidad and Tobago, Canada is poised to show their
dominance once again in the Pan Am region.
Men:
- Jason Ho-Shue (ON)
- Brian Yang (ON)
- Antonio Li (BC)
- Luke Couture (NB)
- Ty Lindeman (AB)
- Nyl Yakura (ON)
- Jon Lai (ON)
- Nicolas Nguyen (QC)
Women:
- Michelle Li (ON)
- Brittney Tam (ON)
- Rachel Honderich (ON)
- Talia Ng (ON)
- Michelle Tong (ON)
- Josephine Wu (AB)
- Kristen Tsai (BC)
- Alexandra Mocanu (QC)
“Sending 16 athletes to compete against the top
players in the Pan Am region is exceptional for the
development of our next generation of athletes”
said Jordan Bridal, High-Performance Manager.
“With our eyes set atop the podium, I am confident
that Canada can continue to be a dominant leader in
the Pan Am region for years to come.”

Markham to Host the 2018 World Junior
Badminton Championships
The City of Markham is set to host the 2018 World

For the 600 athletes from over 55 countries, this

Junior Badminton Championships from November

is a rare opportunity to showcase their skills

5 to 18, 2018 at the Markham Pan Am Centre in

while competing on Canadian soil. This is only

partnership with Badminton Canada and

the third time in the history of the sport that

Badminton Ontario.

Canada has hosted a World Badminton
Championships.

The Markham Pan Am Centre is recognized as a
world class venue that hosted four sold out

"It is another opportunity to promote badminton

events during the 2015 Pan Am & Parapan Am

in one of our developing confederations and I

Games, including badminton. Celebrating our

am sure Markham will be a great host," says

Canadian identity through sport unites our

Poul-Erik Hoyer, President, Badminton World

community and makes the City an international

Federation (BWF). "It will be exciting to watch

sports destination.

the young talents battling on court and I urge
residents of Markham and the Greater Toronto

"Let's cheer on Team Canada as we welcome the

Area to support this event."

world to Markham," says Mayor Frank Scarpitti.
"Our state of the art facility, which was built with

Badminton is the second most popular sport in

badminton in mind, is the perfect venue to watch

the world, requiring skill, speed, agility and

the world's best compete. Markham loves

endurance. It is the #1 participatory sport in

badminton, and this competition will not only

Markham schools, with a strong network of clubs

create a strong sense of community, it will inspire

and programming established within York

young athletes to pursue excellence in sport."

Region for the sport.

Michelle Li is the reigning Commonwealth

“On behalf of Badminton Canada and all our

Games champion and has just returned home

players, athletes, coaches, and fans, I want to

to Markham from competing at the DAIHATSU

express our excitement at this tremendous

Indonesia Masters 2018. "Living and training in

opportunity to host the world during the 2018

Markham has been the best an athlete can ask

World Junior Badminton Championships in

for," she says. "As I watch the younger players, I

Markham," says Anil Kaul, President of

can see just how excited they are to compete

Badminton Canada. "I also want to thank

in the World Junior Championships in Markham

Badminton Ontario, the Organizing Committee,

next November!"

and all the volunteers and sponsors for their
passionate work towards these
Championships.”

YOUR WEEKLY BADMINTON PODCAST

Badminton Beat
AVAILABLE ON i-TUNES

Coach Mike de Belle leads discussions with other coaches and players
about all things to do with badminton including reviews of the latest
matches, drills, tactics, personalities and more. We're based in Canada
but discuss plenty of issues relating to the world-wide badminton
community.

17 episodes including interviews with Alex Bruce, Rachel
Honderich, Andrew Dabeka and Michelle Li!
BADMINTON.CA

YONEX CANADA EXTENDS SPONSORSHIP OF

YONEX CANADA OPEN
Badminton Canada is proud to announce that

“We are thrilled to continue our partnership

Yonex Canada and Badminton Canada have

with Yonex Canada for the Canada Open from

extended their sponsorship agreement for the

this year until 2021” said Executive Director, Joe

Canada Open for the 2018 to 2021 editions of

Morissette. “This is great partnership for our

the event. With the international event

sport as we look to continue to promote our

featuring badminton superstars such Lee Chong

player, ourselves, and Yonex both domestically

Wei (MAS), Kento Momota (JPN), and 3-time

and internationally.”

Canada Open Champion Michelle Li (CAN) in
recent years, Badminton Canada is pleased

“Yonex is extremely pleased to extend our title

with the support provided by Yonex Canada

sponsorship for the Yonex Canada Open for

with this event.

the next four years. 2018 will mark the 9th
consecutive year as title sponsor of the biggest

The partnership brings an increased financial

annual International badminton tournament in

commitment by Yonex Canada, as well as other

Canada”, said Paul Staudzs, Sales & Marketing

enhancements to the event. In addition, this

Manager at Yonex Canada. “Yonex is

relationship allows Badminton Canada to

committed to increasing awareness and

continue to host a top level BWF event in

participation of badminton in Canada at all

Canada, host some of the best players from

levels and looks forward to working together

around the world, and showcase Canada’s best

with Badminton Canada to achieve this goal.”

badminton athletes.

Badminton Canada is pleased to
announce a partnership with Enterprise
Holdings Inc. including both Enterprise
Rent-A-Car and National Car Rental
brands which takes effect immediately.
Badminton Canada has been able to
secure on behalf of the Canadian
Badminton Community discounted rates
at over 9,900 locations in over 90
countries. Enterprise Holdings is
offering members of the Badminton

Enterprise
holdings &
badminton Canada
in New partnership

Canada Community 5% off at
Enterprise RentA-Car locations, and
10% off National Car Rental locations in

To access, Canadian Badminton Community

North America.

members will be required to use the following
coupon code –

In addition to these discounted rates,

XVC341L – when booking their

car online or over the phone.

ancillary charges such as driver fees
will also be waived. These are the fares

Looking for additional perks? Follow the link

posted on each individual website at

below to enroll into the Emerald Club. With

the time of booking –

Emerald Club, the loyalty program of Enterprise

www.enterprise.ca or

Rent-A-Car and National Car Rental, members

www.nationalcar.com . Additional rates

enjoy expedited service, greater ease and

and ancillary discounts are also offered

exclusive rewards when renting at both

at all international locations overseas.

National and Enterprise worldwide.

BADMINTON CANADA & AIR
CANADA IN NEW
PARTNERSHIP
Receive 10%-15% off airfare with Air
Canada on selected destinations!
Badminton Canada is pleased to announce a
partnership with Air Canada which takes
effect immediately.

Badminton Canada and Air Canada are
working together on extending this
partnership; we hope this becomes a
standard service to the Canadian Badminton
Community for the foreseeable future.

Badminton Canada has been able to secure
on behalf of the Canadian Badminton
Community discounted airfares for domestic
and international events at the following Air
Canada destinations.

In order to access the discount Canadian
Badminton Community members will be
required to use the respective code when
booking their flight online at
www.aircanada.com

For a full list of Tournaments, Travel Dates,
Locations & Discount Codes
CLICK HERE

BADMINTON CANADA CONGRATULATES
MARTY DEACON ON SENATE APPOINTMENT
Appointment of longstanding sport leader Martha (“Marty”) Deacon to the Senate
of Canada
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced
recently the appointment of longstanding
sport leader Martha (“Marty”) Deacon to the
Senate of Canada on Thursday, February
15th. The appointment is an outstanding
acknowledgment of Marty’s leadership and
service in the sport and educational sectors,
from the local to the national and
international.
Marty’s impressive resume reflects a deeplyrooted commitment to the advancement of
sport participation and excellence in Canada.
Her influence extends throughout the sport
system, a result of her decades of
involvement as an athlete, coach, team
leader, board member, consultant, educator
and more. Marty has served in numerous
capacities in badminton including president
of Badminton Canada and team leader at
numerous major games. Of note, Marty is
currently a Director on the Canadian Olympic
Committee, Commonwealth Games Canada,
and Chair of the 2018 World Junior
Championships to be hosted in Markham ON.
“Marty’s appointment to the Senate is an
outstanding recognition of her contributions
to her community, our sport and to Canada”
said Anil Kaul, President of Badminton
Canada. “I am thrilled that the Canadian sport
system has another champion in the
Canadian Senate.

SIEW HAR HONG
Badminton Person Extraordinaire
Siew Har was born in Malaysia, a country in which
badminton is one of their top National Sports, and
a fan of world famous Malaysian player, Lee
Chong Wei. Siew Har Hong is a modest but
inspiring badminton player who currently lives in
North Vancouver, British Columbia where she is a
long-time member of the Vancouver Racquets
Club.
With 45 years of competitive badminton
experience, Siew Har has been able to develop her
technical playing skills, her mental strength and
her ability to control a match. This has led her to
win events consistently in Canada for many years.
In 2011, British Columbia hosted the BWF World
Seniors Championship Tournament at the
Richmond Oval and her interest in BWF World
Senior Championships was piqued.
Just two years later in 2013 in Ankara, Turkey,
Siew Har won her first BWF World Seniors Gold
Medal in 60+ Women’s Singles! As the World
Seniors Championships are held every two years,
Siew Har went to compete in Helsingborg in 2015.
In Sweden, she fell short of the gold, winning the in
Women’s Singles and forcing her to prepare
harder for 2017.
For the 2017 she planned a great trip as she was
off to Cochin, India! For this event, she had some
fellow Canadians with her, winning a full set of
medals, beginning with a Gold in 65+ Mixed
Doubles with long time partner, Henry Paynter of
Westbank, British Columbia, himself a top master
player in the world.

In 65+ Women’s Singles she came home with a
silver medal around her neck and in 60+
Women’s Doubles, she and Marcia Jackson of
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan won a bronze medal!
Looking ahead to the 2019 BWF World
Championships will be held in Katowice, Poland.
Siew Har has the goal to compete there and then
travel parts of Europe; she continues to take
advantage of her trips with the dual purpose of
competing well, and then experiencing the joys of
travelling in new countries!

This Newsletter has
been translated by:

Siew Har is also a dependable volunteer and she
also continuously contributes back to our sport!
She has freely given her time over and over again
at clinics, drilling with players, working at many
different events such as multi-sport games, junior
tournaments, open tournaments, national and
international events and has served on the Board
of the Vancouver Racquets Club as a director!
She has also volunteered for many major and
minor badminton events held in Vancouver.
Siew Har, who is a great ambassador of our sport,
always looks happy on the court and often one
can detect a quick little smile on her face after a
great shot!

BADMINTON WORLD FEDERATION

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS

YONEX K&D GRAPHICS INTERNATIONAL
CHALLENGE
The 2017 international season concluded
with the Yonex K&D Graphics
International Challenge for many of our
Canadian athletes. The event was held in
beautiful Orange, California in the final
weeks of December. This year the
tournament welcomed nearly 150
athletes representing countries from all
across the world in the 5-day event.
The Men’s Singles Finals featured
Canada’s B.R. Sankeerth (ON) against
Chia Hung Lu of Chinese Taipei. Set to be
a great match, game 1 concluded with Lu
(TPE) winning (21-14), and threatening
Sankeerth with the possibility of losing in
2 straight games. After refocusing,
Sankeerth battled back in game 2
winning (21-15) to force a final game to
play for the international Men’s Singles
Title. Both players were tested by one
another, at times going shot for shot with
excellent placement. However,
experience would prove to be the victor
as the Canadian would surrender the final
game and the match to give Chia Hung
Lu a Gold Medal for the Republic of China
(21-14, 15-21, 21-16).

In Women’s Singles, 3 Canadians managed to
advance to the Semi-Final round in their
respective half of the draw. In the top half of
the draw, 1st overall Seed Rachel Honderich
(ON) of Canada would face 3rd Overall Seed
Natsuki Nidaira of Japan. On the bottom half
of the draw, 2 Canadians in Olivia Lei (ON)
and Brittney Tam (ON), the 2nd overall seed,
would battle it out to make it to the final day of
competition. In surprising fashion, and against
what most would have expected, both 1st and
2nd overall seeds, Rachel Honderich and
Brittney Tam would lose their respective
matches in 2 straight games to their
opponents.

The Women’s Singles Finals would feature Natsuki
Nidaira (JPN) against Canada’s Olivia Lei. After a
shocking (21-9, 21-15) victory over Brittney Tam in
the Semi-Finals, Olivia Lei looked poised to
challenge for the Gold Medal at this year’s
International Series, despite Nidaira never dropping
a game to her opponents over the last 4 Rounds of
contention. In the Women’s Singles Finals, Natsuki
Nidaira would continue rolling with the momentum
she had built throughout the latter half of the
tournament by defeating Olivia Lei of Canada, (2112, 21-13) to earn Japan its first and only Gold
Medal at this year’s tournament.
In the Mixed Doubles event, partners Nyl Yakura
(ON) and Kristen Tsai (ON) were set to test their
talent and chemistry on the international stage.
The pair played outstanding as a team on the court
and would claim the Gold Medal by easily
defeating siblings Oliver Leydon-Davis and
Susannah Leydon-Davis of New Zealand, (21-11,
21-8).
Kristen would also go onto win another Gold medal
in the tournament in Women’s Doubles with
partner Rachel Honderich, who were also testing
out a new partnership. The pair playing at peak
performance, Canada would defeat a set of New
Zealand athletes, Leanne Choo and Renuga
Veeran (21-12, 21-15) in the Final.
Concluding the 2017 BWF season, the
athletes were ready to head home for the
holidays to rest and prepare for the intense
upcoming schedule that laid ahead of them,
including events such as; Yonex Ontario Elite,
National Championships, Pan Am Continental
Team Qualifier, Commonwealth Games, and
the Pan American Individual Championships.

2018 M&F PAN AM TEAM
CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Earlier this February, Team Canada set out to
be the top badminton country in the Pan
American Region. With their eyes set to
qualify for the Thomas & Uber Cup Finals that
will take place at the end of May 2018 in
Bangkok, Thailand, the team was eager to
bring home Gold for Canada.
This year, the M&F Pan Am Team Continental
Championships was held at the National
Racket Centre in Tacarigua, in Trinidad and
Tobago. On the first day of competition,
Canada’s Women’s Team Members –
consisting of Anne-Julie Beaulieu (QC),
Stephanie Pakenham (QC), Catherine Choi
(ON), Michelle Li (ON), Talia Ng (ON), Brittney
Tam (ON), Michelle Tong (ON), and Josephine
Wu (AB), would defeat Team Peru (5-0) in the
main round. As teams began to play a best of
5, Canada was unstoppable as they took wins
over Team Guatemala and Team USA with a
score of 3-0 to qualify for the Uber Finals.
Canada’s Men’s Team – consisting of Austin
Bauer (AB), Jason Ho-Shue (ON), Jonathan
Lai (ON), Ty Lindeman (AB), Nyl Yakura (ON),
Brian Yang (ON), Duncan Yao (BC), and PaulAntoine Dostie-Guindon (QC) defeated Team
Peru and Team Barbados by day 2 of
competition. On the morning of Saturday
February 17th, Canada’s Men’s Team headed
into the Semi-Final to against Jamaica. With a
strong Men’s player, Jamaica was able to take
one match in the tie against Canada, however
Canada would take the win (3-1) and head to
the Final on Sunday against Team USA.

After 4 days of competition, both Canada’s
Men’s and Women’s teams were challenged
by Team USA in the Final. With only one
country able to make it through, pressure
surrounded the Men’s Team as they stepped
on court, hoping to join their female
teammates in Thailand. With Team Canada
cheering and showing their support, Team
Canada was able to qualify both the Men and
Women’s Team and move on to compete at
the Thomas & Uber Cup Finals!

Nations will compete against one another at
the Thomas and Uber Cup Finals from May
20th – May 27th. The event will be hosted at
the IMPACT Arena in downtown Bangkok,
marking the first time that Thailand has ever
hosted the tournament. Defending Men’s
Champions – Denmark, should undoubtedly
have a strong representation at the
tournament, as well as China’s Women’s
Team in defending their Uber Cup title.

33RD BRAZIL INTERNATIONAL CUP
The 33rd Brazil International Badminton Cup
was held in early March at the Costa
Cavalcante Gymnasium in Foz do Iguazu,
Brazil. Beginning in the morning of March 7th
2018 – March 11th, nearly 100 athletes from
across the world entered the tournament to
compete in the 5 disciplines.
Fifth overall seed Jason Ho-Shue (ON) was
eliminated from Men’s Singles early in the
competition, losing an upset to Harshit
Aggarwal (16-21, 21-17, 19-21) of India, in a
close three game match. Similarly, Timothy
Chiu (ON) was as defeated by 3rd overall seed
Kevin Gordon of Guatemala (9-21, 10-21).

The first overall seed, Ygor Coelho, the
hometown hero from Brazil, would go on to
defeat Sergey Sirant of Russia (21-17, 23-21) in
2 straight sets, to claim the Men’s Singles title.
Over in Women’s Singles, Rachel Honderich
(ON) entered the main draw as the first overall
seed and would play well throughout the
tournament, only to meet the talented Sabrina
Jaquet (SUI) in the Finals. In the Finals, Rachel
would take the first game against her opponent
(21-15), only to lose the second game equally
(15-21) to force a final game. With the ladies
evenly matched going into the final game, it
would be Rachel who would come out the
champion, winning the Women’ Singles title
(21-15, 15-21, 21-14).

In Men’s Doubles, first overall seeds, Jason
Ho-Shue (ON) and Nyl Yakura (ON) advanced
to the Finals of the Brazil International. Having
not lost a game in the tournament, the Men’s
Doubles pair took a commanding lead in the
first game. With their opponents unable to
continue, Kona Tarun and Saurabh Sharma of
India were forced to retire after one game,
allowing Jason and Nyl to claim the
international title (21-7), and marking yet
another international win for the talented pair
from the Markham area.

YONEX ALL ENGLAND
Last week, players from all across the world
came together to compete at the 2018 All
England Open, hosted in Birmingham,
England. This year over 300 athletes were in
attendance competing in this world
prestigious event.
In Men’s Singles, the remaining athletes
rounding out the final four were, 5th seed Son
Ho (KOR), and Shi Yuqi, Huang Yuxiang, and
Lin Dan from China. The Finals pit 2 Nations
against one another as Shi Yuqi (7) and Lin
Dan (6), of China, would face one another. In
the end, Shi Yuqi (7) would defeat Lin Dan (6)
21-19, 16-21, 21-9, onto becoming this year’s
All England Men’s Singles Champion!
In Women’s Singles – Canada’s Michelle Li
finally defeated 3rd overall seed Ratchanok
Intanon (THA) with a score of (21-15, 14-21,
21-19) in a brutally long 67-minute match.
This would end a long streak of losses dating
back to the 2014 All England Open. In the
following round Michelle would unfortunately
lose to Mia Blichfeldt (DEN) (19-21, 14-21) in 2
straight games.

The remaining athletes rounding out the final
four were, 1st overall seed Tai Ying (TPE), Chen
Yufei (CHN), Pursarla Sindhu (IND), and 2nd
overall seed Akane Yamaguchi (JPN).
Throughout the tournament Tai Ying (TPE) was
commanding the court; quickly gaining more
confident with each serve. Inevitably she would
go on to win the All England’s Women’s Singles
Championship defeating Akane Yamaguchi
(JPN) in 2 straight games with a score of (22-20,
21-13).

CANADIAN JUNIOR
INTERNATIONAL
This year, the Canadian Junior International
Open was held at the Glencoe Club in Calgary,
Alberta from March 22nd to the 25th. The top
players in Canada came together to compete
and earn points toward their Junior World
Rankings. These rankings are important as
Canada sets to host the World Junior
Championships in November of 2018.
In U-19 Men’s Singles, 32 players rounded out
the draw. In the Quarter-Finals, it was 1st overall
seed Brian Yang (ON) vs Eason Wong (AB),
Kevin Wang (ON) vs Kristian Chow (AB), Yunzhi
Chen (AB) vs Noah Xu (AB), and Aaron Hsu
(ON), vs Clarence Chau (ON) – some of the
countries best athletes. Climbing out of the
early rounds was Noah Xu, who won a close 3
game match against Mateo Delmastro (ARG),
winning (18-21, 21-19, 21-13).
Ultimately, it would be Brian Yang against
Yunzhi Chen in the Men’s Singles Final. With
neither player having lost a game throughout
the tournament, the final was set to feature the
top talents in the tournament. Coming out with
the International Junior title would be Brian
Yang, winning (21-14, 21-8), and earning him
points towards his Junior World Ranking.
In U-19 Women’s Singles, 1st overall seed Katie
Ho-Shue (ON) advanced as far as the SemiFinals before being defeated by unseeded
opponent Wendy Zhang (BC) (22-20, 16-21, 2116). Similarly, on the bottom half of the draw,
2nd overall seed Catherine Choi (ON) advanced
as far as the Semi-Finals as well before being
defeated by a talented Eliana Zhang (QC).

A surprising Finals saw 2 unseeded opponents face
each other. Both Wendy Zhang and Eliana Zhang
put on a great performance and took the battle to a
decisive game 3. It would be Wendy who was able
to defeat Eliana and become the Women’s Singles
Junior International Champion, with a close score
of (20-22, 21-8, 21-15).
Coming in as the 1st overall seed in U-19 Mixed
Doubles, Brian Yang and Katie Ho-Shue advanced
to the Finals, defeating pairs such as Aaron Hsu and
Yoko Ujike (BC), and Clarence Chau and Catherine
Choi, to earn their spot. In the Finals Brian and Katie
were met by a talented team of Kevin Wang and
Wendy Zhang. The match ended in 2 straight
games with Brian and Katie winning (21-10, 21-10)
to become this year’s Canadian Junior
International Champions.
In U-19 Men’s Doubles, Brian Yang and new partner
Stanley Feng (ON) came in as the 1st overall seed,
defeating Kristian Chow and Paul Ouano (AB), and
Aaron Hsu and Kevin Wang along the way in order
to get there. In the Finals they were met by Aden
Kepford (AB) and Eason Wong, opponents who
had not dropped a game in their previous 2
matches. In the Finals, Brian and Stanley
demonstrated why they were the superior team,
defeating Aden and Aeson handily (21-4, 21-10).
Concluding the field was the Women’s Doubles U19 event, where 1st overall seed Catherine Choi
and Talia Ng dropped Game 3 of the Semi Finals
against Crystal Lai (AB) and Wendy Zhang (15-21,
21-16, 19-21) who would progress to the Finals on
Sunday. On the final day of competition, Crystal
and Wendy were set to face a tough team of Katie
Ho-Shue and Eliana Zhang. With all players equally
matched, it was no surprise that the final was a
three-game match. Despite losing the first game
(18-21), and on the brink of elimination in game 2,
Crystal and Wendy were able to fight and
comeback to win the International Junior title with
a score of (18-21, 22-20, 21-16).

2018 YONEX

ELITE SERIES
2018 Yonex
Ontario Elite
Earlier this January, the 2018 Yonex Ontario
Elite was held at Humber College in Etobicoke,
Ontario. With over 130 athletes competing in
tournament, the stage was set for an exciting
weekend showcasing some of Canada finest
badminton athletes.
In Women’s Singles, fans were hopeful to see
the first overall seed Brittney Tam (ON) and
2nd overall Rachel Honderich (ON) compete in
the final on Sunday. However, come Saturday
morning Brittney Tam would meet the young
and talented Talia Ng (ON) in the Quarter
Finals, and lose 2 straight games in surprising
fashion. Talia would move on to compete
against Olivia Lei (ON) in the Semi-Finals that
evening. Although this time, it would be Olivia
Lei who would move onto Sunday, winning
(21-16, 21-14).
In the final, game 1 concluded with Rachel
narrowly defeating Olivia (21-19). However,
Olivia would come back strong in the second
game, beating Rachel (21-10) to force a third
game. With the momentum on Olivia’s side in
game 3, Olivia was able to hold on to win the
final game, and defeat Rachel Honderich (1921, 21-10, 21-15) to become the 2018 Yonex
Ontario Elite Champion.

Rachel Honderich would team up with Putra Eka
Rhoma (ON) in Mixed Doubles, coming in as a 5/8
seed but with enough skill and talent that it saw both
athletes win the Mixed Doubles title over players like
Ty Lindeman (AB) and Josephine Wu (AB), and Toby
Ng (BC) and Yan Zhou (ON) The most excitement
came in the Semi-Finals where Rachel and Putra
faced off against in a close match against Nyl Yakura
(ON) and Kristen Tsai (BC). At one point, during a
long and intense rally, Kristen Tsai broke her strings.
In attempt to continue the rally as her partner
desperately defends, she grabs another racquet as
the broken one tumbles on the court. As Nyl and
Kristen eagerly try to push the racquet out from
beneath their feet, Kristen picks it up, and begins
playing with two racquets. The pair would go onto
losing the point, and eventually the match due to
fatigue and medical issues. Rachel and Putra would
win (17-21, 23-21, 21-18) move onto the Finals, and
eventually become the Champions.

On the Men’s side, the event featured an
impressive showing from 3/4 seed Brian Yang
(ON) and 1st overall seed Jason Ho-Shue (ON).
The talented prospects from E-badminton
Training Centre would advance to the SemiFinals of where they would inevitably face one
another. The match ended with Brian taking
game 1 with a score of (21-15). Jason would
quickly stroke back taking game 2 (21-12), to
force a game 3. In the final game, both players
put together a masterful performance, equally
trading high intensity shots and testing each
others talent. However, in the end, it was Brian
who would walk away the victor, with a (21-15,
12-21, 21-19) defeat over Jason Ho-Shue.

In the Men’s Final, Brian Yang would face
Febriyan Irvannaldy (ON). A few forced errors
in Game 1 ended up with a 21-16 score in
favor of Irvannaldy. While most would have
expected a Game 2 bounce back from Brian,
momentum inevitably proved to be the key
factor, as to many people’s surprise, it was
Febriyan Irvannaldy with a 2-straight game
(21-16, 21-14) upset to become the 2018
Yonex Ontario Elite Series Men’s Singles
Champion.
Despite several surprises and upsets, an
overall fantastic event with some amazing
performances from some of Ontario’s, and the
countries most promising athletes. Next stop,
the 2018 Yonex Canadian National Badminton
Championships.

2018 Yonex Canadian National
Championships

This year, athletes from across Canada came
to compete at the 2018 Canadian National
Championships, held at the Boulevard Club in
downtown Toronto. The beautiful venue
played host to 88 Canadian athletes from
coast-to-coast, along with provincial sport
organizers, fans, and our generous sponsors.
Day 1 began with Men’s Singles featuring
athletes like Jason Ho-Shue (ON), Kevin Lee
(ON), Mathieu Morneau (QC), Andrew Zhuang
(ON) and Victor Wenlong Lu (ON) all winning
their respective first 2 matches of the day. In
the early rounds, Eugene Chan (ON) would
defeat Graydon Robb (AB) in a grueling (21-10,
18-21, 30-28) win to advance to face Brian
Yang in the Quarter-Final. It would then be
Brian who would advance to the Semi-Final to
face off against Joshua Lui, dropping the first
game but winning (16-21, 21-14, 21-15).

On the top half of the draw, Jason Ho-Shue would
make quick work of his opponents, never dropping a
game and holding all of his opponents to under 15
points, advancing to the Men’s Semi-Finals where he
would face Antonio Benjamin Li, and take the win (2114, 21-13). Next up, Brian Yang in the Final.
Early in the first game, Jason quickly played to his
strengths, relying heavily on his smashes and
aggressiveness on the court. Several faults at
attempted lobs would ultimately be Brian’s downfall
as he would concede the first game to Jason, 21-11. In
Game 2, Brian reclaimed control of the match,
outlasting Jason for most of the second game; relying
heavily on accurately placed shots and finesse on the
court. During the second game, a carefully placed
shot sent Jason lunging to the floor and injuring his
elbow and wrist in the process. After a minute to
recover, the defending champion decided to play
through the injury and endure for the remainder of the
match. A few points later, Jason was able to fight
through the injury and narrowly escape with the
victory, defeating Brian (21-11, 22-20) and becoming
the Canadian Nationals Men’s Singles Champion for
three straight years!
In Women’s Singles, 1st overall seed and defending
national champion, Brittney Tam (ON), was looking to
collect back-to-back Women’s Singles Titles. In her
way this year, was Michelle Li who has been
recovering from injury a season ago.
On the top half of the draw, Brittney would not have an
easy walk to the final, facing talented Wendy Zhang
(BC) in early rounds, and defeating fellow National
Team member Rachel Honderich (ON) in the SemiFinal (19-21, 21-8, 21-6). On the bottom half, Michelle
Li would play Junior National Team members
Catherine Choi (QC), and Talia Ng (ON) in the QuarterFinal and Semi-Final respectively. Both Brittney and
Michelle would play for the National Title.

In the National Final, game 1 began with a great
start by Michelle Li, taking it 21-17. Brittney
would not give up her title that quickly before
fighting back in game two with a 21-18 win. In
the final game, both athlete’s endurance was
tested, however it would be Michelle who would
walk away as the victor; defeating Brittney Tam
(21-17, 18-21, 21-14) to reclaim her title as Yonex
Canadian National Champion.

On the bottom half of the draw it would be
Austin Bauer (AB) and Ty Lindeman (AB) who
would move onto the final day of competition.
With two teams from Quebec standing in their
way, the Alberta natives were able to defeat
Mathieu Morneau (QC) and Nicholas Nguyen
(QC), as well as Felix Deblois Beaucage (QC)
and Paul-Antione Dostie-Guindon (QC) in the
Semi-Final (21-16, 21-18).

The Men’s Doubles event would feature host
favorite, Andrew Wilkinson (ON) who is a
member at the Boulevard Club. The crowd was
in full attendance to see Andrew compete on
home court, unfortunately the pair would fall
early to a veteran team of Kyle Hunter (ON) and
Joseph Rogers (ON) in well played 3 game
match (21-18, 22-24, 24-22).

In Women’s Doubles, all eyes were on National
Team members Michelle Tong (ON) and
Josephine Wu (AB) as they headed into the
final against a strong team of Rachel
Honderich (ON) and Kristen Tsai (BC). Each
team would concede to their oppontent,
headed into a game 3 tie-break for the
National Championship. Bouncing back from a
rough game two, Rachel and Kristen were able
to win the title (21-17, 10-21, 7-21). Kristen,
would go onto winning two medals, the
second coming in Mixed Doubles.

On the top half of the draw, Jason Ho-Shue (ON)
and Nyl Yakura (ON) would have a tough path to
the finals; defeating teams such as Toby Ng (BC)
and Antonino Li (BC) is a tough 3 game match
(21-12, 17-21, 21-17), and Jonathan Lai (ON) and
Duncan Yao (BC) in the Semi-Final (19-21, 21-12,
21-16).

The Mixed Doubles event was composed of a number
of talented teams, and arguably the deepest event in
the tournament. On the top side, it was Nyl Yakura and
Kristen Tsai would advance to the Final after their
tough Semi-Final match against Philippe Guamond
(QC) and Anne-Julie Beaulieu (QC), winning (18-21,
21-13, 21-11).
On the bottom half of the draw, it would be Ty
Lindeman and Josephine Wu, the doubles specialists,
against Toby Ng and Michelle Li – two badminton
Olympians. In the end it was chemistry before
teammates that proved to be more effective than
experience. Ty and Josephine would win (21-18, 2118) to play Kristen and Nyl in the Final.
The Mixed Doubles final was the last to be played that
day. With all 4 players having played a previous final,
fatigue began setting in. In the end, Nyl and Kristen
proved to be the better conditioned team, winning the
Mixed Doubles Final (21-11, 21-14) to conclude the
Championships.
After the medals had been awarded, the final item to
address were the Fair Play Awards. These awards were
to be distributed to the athletes that demonstrated
sportsmanship throughout the weekend. Determined
by the officials of the event, Brian Yang and Anne-Julie
Beaulieu were declared the winners, as their attitude
and behaviour were exemplary throughout the
tournament.
“Congratulations to all the athletes that competed this
2017-18 Yonex Elite Series Season. We are extremely
trilled with the talented and development se are
seeing from our players here in Canada” said Anil Kaul,
President of Badminton Canada. “A big thank you to
all the individuals at the Boulevard Club that played
gracious hosts to this wonderful event”

2018 Yonex Univeristy/College
Championships
The 2018 Yonex Canadian University/College
Championships were held at the Universite Laval
in Quebec City, Quebec from March 9th to 11th
2018. With both a Team event and Individual
event to be held the same weekend, Universities
and Colleges were set to win the title, and qualify
athletes for the upcoming 2018 World University
Championships this summer.
The weekend began with the Team Event, where
Universities and Colleges competed in a best of
5 tie. With 6 dominant teams in the event,
including; Western University, University de
Quebec a Montreal, McMaster University,
University of Toronto, Universite de Montreal,
and of course the hosts Universite Laval, the
weekend was set for high level badminton.
Heading into Saturday night, set to face off in
the final was home team Rouge et Or, against
the University of Toronto Blues. With each
team carefully selecting their players, the final
was loud as teams cheered for their fellow
athletes to win the Team Championship.
Despite a well played match by athletes from
both teams, it would be the University of
Toronto that would claim the 2018
University/College title with a score of (3-1).

In the individual event, athletes set off to not
only win the championship, but earn their spot
on the 2018 World University Championship
Team. On the Men’s side, it would be Mathieu
Morneau (QC) and Nicholas Nguyen (QC) who
would play in all three Semi-finals, and medal
matches respectively. Similarly, on the
Women’s side, it was Alexandra Mocanu (QC),
Anne-Julie Beaulieu (QC), Stephanie
Pakenham (QC) and Samantha Zheng (ON)
who would have multiple Semi-Finals and
Final matches.
In the Men’s Singles event, it would be Austin
Flannigan (ON) and Mathieu Morneau (QC)
who would dominate the top half of the draw.
In the Quarter-Finals Austin would compete
against #1 seed Paul Antoine Dostie-Guidon
(QC), and fall behind early, losing the fist game
(9-21). Despite the rough start, Austin was able
to fight back against the home favorite,
narrowly winning the next two games to move
onto the Semi-Finals (9-21, 21-19, 21-19).
Austin’s momentum would not be enough to
take Mathieu Morneau, losing (21-11, 21-10) in
the final, but would take home the Bronze
medal later that afternoon.

On the bottom half of the draw, Anthony Nguyen (QC) and
Nick Nguyen (QC) faced off it a close Quarter-Final.
Ultimately, it would be Nick who would advance to the
Semi-Final after winning (21-18, 9-21, 21-17) against his cocompetitor. Climbing out of the bottom half to face Mathieu
in the Final was Liam Woodside, who put together a great
performance all weekend. After winning (21-13, 21-8) in the
Semi-Final, it wasn’t enough to beat Mathieu in the
Championship final – Mathieu would go onto win (21-16,
21-19) to be crowned the Men’s Singles Champion.
On the Women’s side, Gisele Chan (ON) and Alexandra
Mocanu (QC) would command the competition, making
their way to the final day of the tournament. On the top half
of the draw, Alex competed against a talented Beatrice
Guay (QC) in the Quarter-Final. Despite winning the first
game, Alex was forced to a 3-game match but would
eventually outplay Beatrice, winning (21-17, 18-21, 21-15).
On the bottom half of the draw, it would be Gisele Chan
(ON) who would narrowly knock off the #1 seed Stephanie
Pakenham (QC) in a close 3-game match (21-12, 10-21, 2119), and would later face Alexandra Mocanu in the
Women’s Singles Final. After losing the first game,
Alexandra had an uphill battle if she wanted to win the
Championship title. Collecting all her energy at the end of a
3-day marathon of a tournament, Alexandra was able to
fight back to win the next two games (16-21, 21-14, 21-14)
and claim the Women’s Singles Champion.
In the Men’s Doubles Event, it was Andrew Wilkinson (ON)
and Jonathan Lai (ON) who would lead the field
throughout the weekend. The pair was placed on the
bottom half of the draw, set to face Jean-Patrick FortinCantin (QC) and Pierre-Etienne Pilote (QC) in the SemiFinal. Despite losing the first game to the hometown
favorites, Andrew and Jonathan were able to bounce back
and win the final two games (17-21, 21-15, 21-18) to earn
their spot in the Final. Meeting them from the top half of the
draw was Nathan Cheng (ON) and Adwin Lau (ON), who
defeated the talented pair of Mathieu Morneau and
Nicholas Nguyen in the Semi-Final.

In the first game, Jonathan and Andrew were able to
claim the lead with a narrow (21-19) win, moving
confidently onto game two. The second game,
Nathan and Adwin were able comeback and steal
the second game (22-20) to force a game three. In
the end, Jonathan and Andrew were able to keep
their composure, and win the final game (21-19, 2022, 21-12) to be National Champions.
On the Women’s Doubles side, it was a Rouge et Or
Final as Anne-Julie Beaulieu and Stephanie
Pakenham competed against fellow teammates
Beatrice Guay and Virginie Savard. The familiarity
with each other would prove to be advantageous for
the #1 seed, as Anne-Julie and Stephanie would go
onto win the event (21-16, 21-12), and claim the
national title.
To conclude the weekend was the Mixed Doubles
event, which featured many of the same athletes
that competed in other Semi-Finals matches. On the
top half of the draw, #1 seed Julien Dery (QC) and
Stephanie Pakenham would fall to Jack Hall (ON)
and Samantha Zheng (ON) in the Semi-Final (22-20,
21-17). On the bottom half, it was Mathieu Morenau
and Anne-Julie Beaulieu who would defeat Nicholas
Nguyen and Alexandra Mocanu in an extremely
close 3 game match. With each team winning one
game a piece, the path to the finals was determined
by a 22-20 game three, in favor of Mathieu and
Anne-Julie (21-8, 11-21, 22-20). With the last match
of the tournament, it would again be Mathieu and
Anne-Julie who would show their endurance, taking
the National title over Jack Hall and Samantha
Zheng (21-18, 21-16).

2019 CCAA Badminton National
Championships
Dalhousie Agricultural Campus has been
awarded the 2019 Canadian Collegiate Athletic
Association (CCAA) Badminton National
Championships.
The Atlantic Collegiate Athletic Association
(ACAA) institution will host the event in Bible Hill,
Nova Scotia, March 6-9, 2019.
“DAL AC has a reputation of hosting first class
events, so I have no doubt they will put on a
fantastic National Championship,” said Jordan
Richey, CCAA Badminton Convenor. “The
hospitality that will be shown to the badminton
student-athletes and support staff coming to
Truro will be second to none.”
The Rams hosted CCAA Badminton National
Championships in 1994 and 1999. The
University of King’s College was the last ACAA
institution to host CCAA Badminton in 2015.
“We look forward to having the CCAA Badminton
Nationals back in Atlantic Canada in 2019,” said
Richey.

Dalhousie University’s Agricultural Campus is
situated just outside of the Town of Truro, in the
Village of Bible Hill. Matches will be contested at
the Langille Athletic Centre, which provides
athletic, fitness and recreational services first to
student-athletes of the university, but also to
faculty and members of the surrounding
community.
Badminton Nova Scotia also has a strong club
presence in the province and has an active Nova
Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF)
program through all levels of the secondary
school system.
“DAL AC has a strong history in hosting sporting
events,” said Judy Smith, Director of Athletic
Services at Dalhousie. “Having hosted many
ACAA and CCAA Badminton Championships, the
athletic department benefits from an
experienced and knowledgeable administrative
staff who are very familiar with the hosting
process.”

RA Centre to host 2019
Yonex Canadian
“Badminton is a big part of the RA family with
600 enthusiastic and active Club members. We
National Badminton
are proud to facilitate this showcase of
excellence and competition and host all these
Championships
amazing athletes. We believe supporting this
The City of Ottawa is set to host the 2019 & 2020
Yonex Canadian National Badminton
Championships at the RA Centre in the end of
January 2019 and 2020.
The RA Centre (operated by the RA, an Ottawa
based not-for-profit) is one of the largest sport
and leisure centres in Ottawa, and home to the
‘House of Sport’ – a collection of Canada’s
National Sport offices. With over 100 of Canada’s
top athletes anticipated to be in attendance,
Badminton Canada in partnership with the RA
Centre are pleased to welcome the badminton
community to our Nations Capital.
“The RA welcomes the athletes, support staff,
volunteers and spectators participating in the
2019/2020 Yonex National Badminton
Championships” said Tosha Rhodenizer, Chief
Executive Officer of the RA.

exciting event will inspire others to take up the
sport and strive to compete at a high level.”
Once the host of the Canada Open, and home to
Badminton Olympians such as Mike Bitten and
Doris Piche, the RA Centre welcomes a new
generation of players like three-time reigning
national champion Jason Ho-Shue (ON), Nyl
Yakura (ON), Kristen Tsai (BC), and top 16 in the
world Michelle Li (ON) to be in attendance.
“We are extremely excited to be bringing the
2019 and 2020 Yonex National Championships
to the RA Centre in Ottawa, Ontario. Having our
athletes compete at our Nations Capital will instill
an extra sense of pride as they step on court”
said Anil Kaul, President of Badminton Canada. "I
also want to thank Badminton Ontario, the RA
Centre, the Organizing Committee, and all the
volunteers and sponsors for their dedication
towards these Championships.”

YONEX JUNIOR
ELITE SERIES
Summary of the Yonex
Quebec, BC & Ontario
Junior Elite Series

Quebec Junior Elite
The 2018 year kicked off in Gatineau, Quebec, as
junior athletes from across the country gathered to
compete at the Centre Sportif Gatineau from
January 12th to 14th 2018. With nearly 200
athletes in the tournament across 15 events, the
weekend was set to have outstanding competition.
In the U15 category, there were a number of
athletes that separated themselves from the rest of
the field. For the boy’s, it was Victor Lai (ON) and
Jack Wang (ON) that would have outstanding
performances. In the boy’s singles, Victor and Jack
would be #1 and #2 seeds respectively and would
consequently meet on Sunday in the Finals. Having
beat the rest of the field on their respective halves
of the draw, it would be Victor Lai that would claim
the singles title over his doubles partner, Jack
Wang, winning (23-21, 21-13).
Despite the rivalry on the singles court, the two
would join forces in the Boy’s Doubles U15 event,
where they were set to face Sean Huang (ON) and
Karan Mukhi (ON) in the Final. The singles finalists
showed why they were the dominant players field,
defeating Sean and Karan (21-12, 21-4) to capture
their second medal of the weekend.
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Victor Lai would have a third opportunity for a
medal in Mixed Doubles, and a chance to win
three Gold on the weekend. Heading into the
Finals, Victor and partner Jessica Cheng (ON)
were met by a tough team of Minh Cheng (ON)
and Sophia Nong (ON). Narrowly winning the
first game, and eventually the match in the
second game, Minh and Sophia were able to
claim the gold medal and prevent Victor from
sweeping all events.

On the U15 girls side, it was Sophia Nong (ON),
Jackie Dent (ON), Christina Lin (ON), and Jessica
Cheng (ON) that would have outstanding
performance throughout the week. In Girls Singles,
it was Jackie Dent that would come out of the
bottom half of the draw, winning (21-11, 21-11) in
her Semi-Final. On the top half, it was Sophia Nong
who would eliminate her Doubles partner Jessica
Cheng (21-16, 21-23, 21-14) before moving onto
the final on Sunday. Sophia would be able to carry
her momentum overnight and claim the U15 Girls
Singles title over Jackie Dent in a close 3 game
match (21-12, 13-21, 21-18).
In the Girls Doubles, the same group of girls would
meet in the final, this time partners with those that
eliminated them in singles. However, this time it
would be Jackie Dent and Christina Lin who would
win (21-15, 21-19) over their co-competitors, and
claim the Girls Doubles title.
In the U17 category, it would be Darren Choi (ON)
and Colin Jia (ON) for the Boys, and Sharon Au
(ON) and Jacqueline Cheung (ON) for the Girls
that would have great performances. In the Men’s
Singles, on the top half, Darren successfully
defended his #1 seed by defeating a talented
Joseph Lu (ON) in the Semi-Final (21-10, 21-14).
Similarly, on the bottom half of the draw, Colin Jia
was able to hold off a hungry Patrick Zhang (ON),
to secure his spot in the Final (22-20, 21-18). The
final concluded with Darren dropping the first
game to his Boy’s Doubles partner but would end
up coming back to win the next two games with a
score of (12-21, 21-19, 21-19) over Colin Jia.

On the Girls side, it was Jacqueline Cheung (ON)
that would secure her spot to the finals with a
win over a rising star, Rachel Chan (ON) winning
(18-21, 21-17, 21-7). On the bottom half of the
draw, it was #2 seed Sharon Au that would carve
her path to the finals through Jeslyn Chow (ON),
winning (21-18, 21-19). Both Jacqueline Cheung
and Sharon Au were eager to take home the
gold, however it was Jacqueline that would claim
the title (21-14, 22-20). Later that day, Sharon
would get her revenge in the Girls Doubles final
with partner Rebecca Lee (ON), who would
narrow defeat their counterparts for Jacqueline
Cheung and Tiffany Too (22-20, 24-22).

Darren and Colin would team up in the Boys
Doubles event, to face Clarence Chau (ON) and
Thomas Dent (ON) in the Final. Although the top
seeds dropped the first game against the
underdogs, they were able to comeback to win the
match (20-22, 21-18, 21-14), and secure the title.

In the Mixed Doubles event, Sharon was set to
play Jacqueline once more in the Semi-Final, this
time with different partners. On the bottom half
of the draw, Anthony Tso and Sharon Au were
able to take the win (14-21, 21-15, 21-18), and
secure their spot in the Final on Sunday.

On the top half, it would be Joseph Lu and Tiffany
Too who would upset the #1 seed Colin Jia and
Rebecca Lee in 2 games (21-16, 21-19). The strong
play in the Semi-Final would lead to outstanding
play the following day, with Joseph and Tiffany
claiming the Gold medal (21-9, 21-18).
In the U19 age group, it would Brian Yang (ON) for
the Boy’s U19 category, commanding an
undefeated tournament. Partners Katie Ho-Shue
(ON) and Stanley Feng (ON) would also go on to
have great performances, reaching the podium
multiple times on Sunday.
On the top half of the draw of boy’s singles, it was
Kevin Wang (ON) who made it through to the
Semi-Final, only to face Brian Yang for his shot at
the title. As expected, Brian took the win (21-9, 2115). On the bottom half, it was Victor Lu (ON) and
Aaron Hsu (ON) that would compete in a 3-game
match, with Aaron coming back earning his spot in
the final (13-21, 21-18, 21-13). There Aaron would
be outmatched by Brian and settle for the Silver
medal (21-7, 21-14).
Brian would also win the Mixed Doubles event
alongside partner Katie Ho-Shue (ON). The pair
would come out of the Top half of the draw,
defeating Stanley Feng and Talia Ng (ON) in the
Semi-Final (21-11, 21-11). On the bottom half,
the Semi-final would feature a great match
between Victor Lu and Catherine Choi (ON),
and Kevin Wang (ON) and Wendy Zhang (BC).
The three-game final would come down to a 2point differential and would ultimately go in the
favour of Victor and Catherine (21-16, 15-21,
22-20). The pair would too concede the gold
medal to Brian Yang and Katie Ho-Shue (21-8,
21-6).

On the girl’s side, all Semi-Finalists had a great
shot at winning the title, but it was Talia Ng who
would win the top half of the draw, defeating
Eliana Zhang (QC) in the process (21-16, 21-15).
On the bottom half, Wendy Zhang (BC) would
edge out Katie Ho-Shue in a decisive two game
match (21-19, 21-10). The final was determined
by a hard played three game match, where
Wendy Zhang would comeback from one-game
down to win (18-21, 21-15, 21-16).
The final of the Girl’s Doubles event would
feature many of the top contenders from the
other events. It also happened to be one of the
greatest matches of the weekend, and one of
the last of the tournament. It would ultimately
be Catherine Choi and Talia Ng who would out
last Katie Ho-Shue and Eliana Zhang in an
incredibly close 3 game match (24-22, 19l-21,
23-21), to claim the Quebec Junior Elite title
and conclude the weekend.

BC Junior Elite
The 2018 Yonex BC Junior Elite took place at the
Vancouver Lawn Tennis and Badminton Club and
the Vancouver Racquets Club, from February 16th
to 19th in Vancouver, British Columbia. With over
130 athletes gathering to compete on the west
coast, the tournament was set for a fun weekend of
competition.
In the U15 age group, it would be Victor Lai (ON)
who would dominate the competition all weekend,
claiming the Elite Series title in all of his events. In
Boy’s Singles, Victor would face elimination late in
the second game, only to hold off Joshua Nguyen
(ON) and win the match (12-21, 25-23, 21-14). On
the bottom half of the draw, Minh Cheng (ON)
would defeat Ethan Chen (AB) in the Semi-Final
(23-21, 21-4), to earn his spot on Sunday. Once
again, Victor Lai would face Minh Cheng in the
Final. With Victor the favorite, Minh was able to
force a 3-game match but was unable to break the
streak; Victor Lai would win the Boy’s Singles
event (21-17, 18-21, 21-18).
In the Boy’s Doubles event, #1 seed Ethan Chen
(AB) and Tom Guo (AB) were knocked out early by
Joshua Nguyen and Jasper Tang (ON), in an
incredible 3-game match (25-27, 21-9, 21-17). The
latter would have to face a strong team of Victor
Lai and Nguyen Ngo (ON) in the Final but would
ultimately fall short in 2-games (21-18, 21-16).
Jasper Tang would have another chance against
Victor Lai in the Mixed Doubles Final. Alongside
partner Chloe Huang (ON), Jasper and Chloe
forced a 3-game match, narrow escaping
elimination in the second game, only to lose Victor
Lai and Jaqueline Fei (BC) (21-13, 19-21, 21-16).

In the Girl’s Singles event, #1 seed Jacqueline Fei had
an easy walk to the final as she watched Chloe Huang
defeat Christie Xu on the bottom half of the draw (2112, 18-21, 21-12). Chloe, the 3/4 seed would eventually
pull off the upset against Jacqueline Fei in the Final,
winning a incredibly close 3-game match (22-20, 18-21,
21-19), to win her first Girl’s Singles Elite Series title
this season!
In the Girls Doubles event, it would be Ally Chia (AB)
and Natalie Nakatsui (AB) who would win two matches
against the top seeds to win the title. First, the pair
defeated Chloe Huang and Carrie Xu (BC) in the SemiFinal (21-11, 21-12), to move on to face the top seed in
the final. After losing the first game to Jacqueline Fei
and Christie Xu, the underdogs were able to pull off an
incredible comeback (18-21, 24-22, 21-19)!
The U17 age group was very similar to the previous
Quebec Junior Elite. In the Boy’s Singles, it was Darren
Choi (ON) who once again held his top seed over
Joseph Lu (ON), winning (21-11, 21-11); and Colin Jia
holding his second seed, defeating Patrick Zhang (ON)
in the Semi-Final (21-19, 18-21, 21-15).
Mimicking the previous Elite Series, Darren Choi would
remain the top contender as he wins a 3-game match
over Boy’s Doubles partner, Colin Jia (22-20, 11-21,
21-12). The pair would defend their Boy’s Doubles title
over Minh Cheng (ON) and Jacob Kim (ON) (21-10, 1921, 21-17).
In the Mixed Doubles event, Darren would come out of
the bottom half of the draw alongside partner
Jacqueline Cheung (ON), to defeat Anthony Tso (ON)
and Sharon Au (ON) in the Semi-Final. Darren and
Jacqueline were able to carry their momentum into the
Final, where they competed against #1 seed Joseph Lu
and Tiffany Too (ON). With the match going to 3games, Darren and Jacqueline were able to hold on to
win (21-13, 12-21, 21-17), and give Darren Choi and
undefeated tournament.

In the Girl’s Singles Event, neither the #1 seed or
the #2 seed would lose a game heading into the
Final. Ultimately, it would be the top seed Jeslyn
Chow (ON) defeating Sharon Au after a rough first
game (9-21, 21-17, 21-19). The pair would then
team up in the Girl’s Doubles event, giving up no
more than 10 points in a game until the Final.
Sunday would feature an upset by Tiffany Too
(ON) and Jacqueline Cheung (ON); the top seeded
Jeslyn and Sharon who would hold off elimination
in the second game, but would not be enough,
losing their top spot (21-10, 22-24, 21-16).
In the U19 age group, Victor Lu (ON) stepped up
as the top seed in the Boy’s Singles event,
defeating his Boy’s Doubles partner Andrew Choi
(ON) in the Semi-Final (21-15, 21-18). On the
bottom half of the draw, it was Kevin Wang (ON)
who would take down the second seed Yunzhi
Chen (AB) (21-18, 22-20), only to lose in the Final
to Victor Lu. Victor would not lose a game all
weekend, winning the Boy’s Singles title (21-13,
21-19). Victor, also the top seed in Boy’s Doubles,
was able to secure the top spot alongside partner
Andrew Choi. The pair were able to decisively
defeat Nathaniel Chan (ON) and Samson Chan
(ON) (21-10, 21-13).

The bottom half of the Mixed Doubles event
featured an upset by Kevin Wang and Wendy
Zhang (BC) over the number 2 seed Yunzhi Chen
(AB) Eliana Zhang (QC), coming back to win (1621, 21-17, 21-14) in the Semi-Final. However, it
would not be enough to hold off the top seed
Kyle To (ON) and Crystal Lai (ON) in the Final
(10-21, 21-17, 21-14).
In the Girls Singles event, Wendy Zhang (BC),
would compete against Eliana Zhang (QC) in the
Semi-Final. The match would be decided by a
two-point differential in the third game, where
Wendy would make a strong finish to win (21-19,
16-21, 21-19). Katie Ho-Shue (ON) also won her
Semi-Final over Yoko Ujike (BC) (21-10, 21-10)
to advance to the final day of competition. In the
final, it would be Wendy who would claim the BC
Elite title, winning a close two game match (2119, 22-20).
However, Katie would be able to beat Wendy in
the Girl’s Doubles Final alongside partner Eliana
Zhang. Once again, the determining factor was
the final two points in the third game, with Katie
and Eliana taking the win over Wendy Zhang and
Catherine Choi (ON) (21-10, 12-21, 21-19), for
an exciting conclusion to the Yonex BC Junior
Elite.

Ontario Junior Elite
The Ontario Junior Elite welcomed over 200
athletes from across Canada to Humber College, in
Toronto, Ontario from March 9th to 11th for the
final event in the 2017-18 Yonex Junior Elite Series.
In the U15 age category, it once again was Victor
Lai (ON) and Joshua Nguyen (ON) for the boys;
Chloe Hoang (ON), and Sophia Nong (ON) for the
girls, that would have some fantastic performances
throughout the weekend. On the top half of the
Boy’s Singles draw, Jack Wang (ON) made to
through to the Semi-Final over Tom Guo (AB)
winning (21-5, 21-12). However, Jack would be
defeated by his Boy’s Doubles partner Victor Lai
(21-14, 21-9), and would settle for bronze. On the
bottom half, Joshua Nguyen was able to pull the
upset over #2 seed Minh Cheng (ON) in the SemiFinal, winning (21-18, 22-20). In the Final, Victor Lai
mimic his last performance against Joshua, winning
the Boy’s Singles title for yet another time this
season (21-17, 21-19).
In the Boy’s Doubles event, Joshua Nguyen would
have another chance to defeat Victor Lai, this time
alongside partner Jasper Tang (ON) after winning
the Semi-Final (22-20, 21-14) against Ethan Chen
and Tom Guo from Alberta. The final would go to
Victor and Jack, without losing a game in the event
all tournament, winning another gold medal (21-10,
21-16).
In the Mixed Doubles event, Jasper Tang teamed up
with Chloe Hoang to upset the second seed, Minh
Chang and Sophia Nong in the Semi-Final (21-12,
21-14). Jasper and Chloe would head into the final,
ready to take on the top seed Victor Lai and Jessica
Cheng (ON), who had not lost a game all weekend.
Despite losing the first game in the Final, Jasper and
Chloe were able to endure, and comeback to win
the Ontario Junior Elite title (14-21, 21-16, 21-16).

On the girl’s side, all four seeds would make to the
Semi-Finals; on the top it would be Sophia Nong
defeating Christina Lin (ON) (21-12, 21-16), and
on the bottom it would be Jackie Dent (ON)
winning over Chloe Hoang (21-14, 21-15). In the
Final, Sophia would show why she was the top
seed by winning a commanding Girl’s Singles Final
(21-12, 21-12) over Jackie Dent.
The singles finalists would team up in the Girl’s
Doubles event and sit as the top seed until the
final. On the bottom half of the draw, it was Jackie
Dent and Christina Lin (ON) who were able to
edge out a 3-game match (22-20, 18-21, 21-7) to
advance to the Final. There, Jackie and Christina
were able to get even with Sophia Nong on the
weekend, winning the Girl’s Doubles title (21-18,
15-21, 21-17).

Darren and Colin would play U19 Boys Doubles
but would meet again in the final of the Mixed
Doubles U17 event. On the top half of the draw, it
was Colin Jia and Rebecca Lee who would force a
third game in the Semi-Final against Joseph Lu and
Tiffany too (ON), and eventually win the match in
extra points (13-21, 21-19, 28-26). On the bottom
half, Darren Choi and Jacqueline Cheung (ON)
would win easily (21-9, 21-14), over tired Patrick
Zhang (ON) and Alayna Walia (ON), who just came
off a close 3-game match in the Quarter-Finals. In
the Final, Darren Choi and Jacqueline Cheung
looked poised to win another title, however Colin
Jia and Rebecca Lee would fight back to win in 3games (17-21, 21-15, 21-18).
In the Girl’s Singles event, unseeded Eve Wang
(ON) was the underdog, making it out of the
bottom half of the draw only to face the talented
Rachel Chan in the Semi-Final, eventually losing
(21-8, 21-7). The top seed Jeslyn Chow (ON) would
be next to play Rachel Chan in the Final, but she
too would fall to Rachel in two games, winning (2117, 21-19).

In the doubles, the singles finalists would team up
to take on the top seed Jacqueline Cheung and
Tiffany Too (ON) in the final. However, it would be
the #1 seed that would take the title without losing
a game all tournament, winning (21-18, 21-9).
In the U19 category, the top four seeds made it
through to the Semi-Finals in the Boy’s Singles
event. On the top half, it would be Brian Yang (ON)
who would eliminate Kevin Wang (ON) in a
decisive two game match (21-12, 21-15). On the
bottom half, it was Victor Lu that would meet Brian
in the Final after winning a thrilling Semi-Final (2117, 14-21, 21-14) over Aaron Hsu (ON). In the
Final, it was no surprise that Brian Yang was the
heavy favorite, remaining undefeated on the
season. After losing the first game (15-21) to
Victor, Brian had to fight back in the he wanted to
win and won the second game (21-19). The third
would require extra points, where Brian would
narrowly beat Victor Lu (15-21, 21-19, 22-20), to
keep his perfect record.
Similar to the Singles event, the Boy’s Doubles
featured the top 4 seeds in the Semi-Final. As top
seed Brian Yang and Stanley Feng (ON) defeated
Alexander Bianchini (QC) and Alex Nadeau (QC)
(21-18, 21-15), and Andrew Choi and Victor Lu
defeated Aaron Hsu and Kevin Wang in the bottom
half; the final was set for a great match. After
narrowly winning the first game, Brian and Stanley
would drop the second, and it would come down to
the final game. Similar to many other finals, this
match came down to the final two points, with
Brian and Stanley taking the win (22-20, 17-21, 2119).
In the Mixed Doubles event, Victor Lu would get
one last chance to take down Brian Yang, where
they met in the Semi-final. With Brian playing with
Katie Ho-She (ON) as the top seed, and Victor
playing with Catherine Choi (ON), the winner was
the favorite, moving onto the Final with a (21-7,
21-16) win.

On the bottom half, Stanley Feng and Talia Ng
(ON) would win a close Semi-Final against Kyle To
(ON) and Crystal Lai (ON), that too was
determined by a 2-point differential. In the Final,
Brian and Katie would demonstrate their
dominance, winning (21-11, 21-14), and giving
Brian an undefeated Junior Elite season.
In Girl’s Singles, it was once again Wendy Zhang
(BC) that would display her dominance amongst
the field. Wendy would face Eliana Zhang (QC) in
the Semi-Final, narrowly winning the first game,
and eventually the match (22-20, 21-6). On the
bottom half, Catherine Choi (ON) would upset
second seed Talia Ng (ON), after dropping the first
game, fighting off elimination, and winning the
match (11-21, 22-20, 21-18). In the Final, Wendy
Zhang would win her third straight Girl’s Singles
title, defeating Catherine Choi in straight games
(21-12, 21-12)!
In the final event of Women’s Doubles, it would be
Crystal Lai (ON) and Wendy Zhang (BC) who
would take Katie Ho-Shue and Eliana Zhang (QC)
to a 3-game match in the Semi-Final, and win (2114, 18-21, 21-14) to advance to the final. There
they would compete against the top seed
Catherine Choi and Talia Ng. After losing the first
game, Crystal and Wendy began to fight back in
the second, and steal the third set to win gold (1721, 21-8, 21-17), at the last Yonex Junior Elite
Series tournament.

BADMINTON
MANITOBA TO HOST
2019 U23 & JUNIOR
NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
Badminton Canada and Badminton Manitoba are
pleased to announce that the 2019 Yonex U23 &
Junior National Championships will be held at
the Canada Games Sport for Life Centre in
Winnipeg, Manitoba in the spring of 2019!
The Canada Games Sport for Life Centre is a hub
for amateur sport in Manitoba. With a brand new
and top quality hardwood surface, 12 badminton
courts to national regulations, ample space for
spectators, and additional rooms for athlete,
official, and coach comfort, it is no wonder this
facility was a top choice to host the rest of the
country. It houses all of Sport Manitoba's
programs and services plus over 60 sport
organizations which collectively serve over
190,000 athletes, 100,000 program participants,
and approximately 25,000 volunteers, coaches,
and officials. With over 300 athletes from across
the country expected to be in attendance for the
event, Badminton Manitoba is thrilled to
welcome the top Canadian Junior athletes to
Winnipeg!
“We are thrilled to be hosting the 2019 Yonex
U23 & Junior National Championships next May”
said David Harrison, President of Badminton
Manitoba. “Thanks to Badminton Canada, and
our partnership with Yonex Canada, we are able
to provide a top-level event to our badminton
community here in Winnipeg.”

The event will bring together top junior athletes
from across Canada and will feature junior
prospects like Brian Yang (ON), who has been
undefeated for two straight seasons. Brian will
compete against talented Manitoba natives like
Arnish Patel (MB), member of Team Manitoba and
the 2017 Junior National Team.
“Badminton Canada is happy to award the 2019
Yonex U23 & Junior National Championships to
Badminton Manitoba and the city of Winnipeg”
said Anil Kaul, President of Badminton Canada.
“The Canada Games Sport for Life Centre is a
world class facility that is fantastic for hosting
large events, like the Yonex U23 & Junior National
Championships. We look forward to continuing our
relationship with Badminton Manitoba in order to
provide the best experience for our athletes and
our badminton communities.”
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